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PLACE 4  
 
AMY DANKEL     Phone: - 

UNOPPOSED INCUMBENT    Email: misdplace4@mckinneyisd.net 

  Website: - 

  Facebook: - 
 
 
GALA was unable to find a website, Facebook page, or any other social media presence for the Amy Dankel campaign. In lieu 
of a traditional candidate profile, we will provide information contained in a Q & A from Community Impact Newspaper and 
her biographical information from the McKinney ISD website. 
 
McKINNEY ISD WEBSITE 
 
Amy Dankel was elected to Place 4 on the MISD Board in 2011. 
 

Mrs. Dankel moved to McKinney in 1997 and has served as a public school educator for 22 years, the last 10 of which were 
in McKinney Independent School District serving at Finch Elementary School and Eddins Elementary School. 
 

She and her husband Roger have been married for 29 years and are active members of Stonebridge United Methodist 
Church. Roger works for Simpson Strong-Tie. Their two children were educated in McKinney Independent School District. 
Nick graduated from McKinney North High School in 2008 and graduated from the University of Colorado, majoring in 
Astrophysics. Stephanie graduated from McKinney Boyd in 2010 and graduated from Clemson University, majoring in 
International Health and Spanish. 
 

Mrs. Dankel earned a Master of Education majoring in Curriculum and Instruction from Virginia Tech and a Bachelor of 
Science in Education from Millsaps College. 
 

She cites a deep feeling of responsibility to give back to a school system and community that has given so much to her and 
to her family as her major motivation for serving on the McKinney ISD Board of Trustees. 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 03/05/2019 – By Cassidy Ritter 
 
Why are you running for re-election for McKinney ISD Place 4? 
 

I feel a deep responsibility to give back to a school system and community that has given so much to me and my family. I have the 
experience, enthusiasm, time and energy to devote to this volunteer position. 
 
What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

I was a public school educator for 22 years. Ten of those years were in MISD. 
 
If re-elected, what would be your top priorities for the district?  
 

[My top priorities are] providing our almost 25,000 students with a relevant, rigorous education [and]preparing them to be productive 
21st-century citizens. 
 
If re-elected, how would you help address those issues? 
 

[I will address those issues] by approving policies, procedures and a budget that ensures our students have a safe atmosphere in 
which to learn with great teachers, facilities and materials. 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges the district will face in the coming years? 
 

Uncertainty as to what the state officials will be doing with public school finance as well as ensuring we are offering relevant courses 
for our students’ futures [are the biggest challenges the district will face]. 
 

AMY DANKEL DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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PLACE 5  
 
LYNN SPERRY    Phone: - 

UNOPPOSED INCUMBENT    Email: misdplace5@mckinneyisd.net 

  Website: - 

  Facebook: Lynn Sperry for School Board 
 
 
GALA was unable to find a website, active Facebook page, or any other social media presence for the Lynn Sperry campaign. 
In lieu of a traditional candidate profile, we will provide information contained in a Q & A from Community Impact Newspaper 
and her biographical information from the McKinney ISD website. 
 
 
McKINNEY ISD WEBSITE 
 
Lynn Sperry has served on the McKinney ISD Board of Trustees for 34 years. She holds a bachelor’s degree in music 
education from The Ohio State University and taught public school vocal and instrumental music for grades 1 – 8. 
Sperry served 12 years as a Director of the Texas Association of School Boards. She is a graduate of the Texas 
Association of School Boards Leadership TASB program, “Class of 2000” with the designation of “Master Trustee.” 
Sperry feels that her experience in education along with her years of involvement as a parent and current involvement as a 
grandparent are assets to the MISD School Board. 
 
She is proud to set goals for the district that raise the bar academically and feels that the budget and the increase in 
student population are ongoing challenges for MISD. Sperry is extremely proud of how the board and district administration 
have handled bonded indebtedness over the years. The result is a very stable financial future for MISD. 
McKinney ISD has the earned reputation of a quality district, and Lynn is very excited to see students representing many 
different disciplines excel in district, state and national competitions. MISD has truly become an outstanding organization, 
and she is proud to work with a board of trustees that makes students its priority. 
 
Sperry received the Carey Cox Award – The Outstanding McKinney Citizen 2006. She was awarded the Kim Hoffman 
Volunteer of the Year for McKinney 1997 (co-recipients Lynn and Neil Sperry). 
 
Sperry’s community involvement includes: Founding and current Board Member Emeritus of McKinney Education 
Foundation; Board Member, McKinney Baylor Scott and White Hospital; Past President, Avenues Counseling Center Board; 
Crape Myrtle Trails of McKinney, Board Member; Founding Member and MISD liaison to Serenity High Advisory Board. 
Currently, Lynn serves on the Executive Committee of the North Texas Area Association of School Boards. 
 
Her three children attended MISD schools and she is proud that the education they received prepared them for success in 
college and in their careers. Lynn has seven grandchildren. The oldest is a 2016 graduate of McKinney North High School 
and the other six are enrolled in four MISD campuses (MNHS, Dowell, Eddins and Webb Elementary). Lynn and her 
husband Neil own Neil Sperry’s GARDENS. She and her family are members of the first United Methodist Church of 
McKinney. 
 
 

SEE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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COMMUNITY IMPACT – 03/18/2019 – By Cassidy Ritter 
 
Why are you running for re-election for McKinney ISD Place 5? 
 

I believe that my background as an educator, my 35 years as a school board member, all the hours of training [and]earning the 
distinction of a “Master Trustee” have given me the tools to fulfill the obligations of a school board member. I believe that I am as vitally 
interested in the position now as I was 35 years ago when I first ran. I believe the continuity of my service on the board and having at 
least one board member who knows a lot of history [about]our district are valuable assets. I am strongly dedicated to the education of 
the children in our MISD district. I feel that I still have an important contribution to make. I look forward to serving the next four years. 
 
What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

My background is a degree in Music Education from Ohio State University. I taught public school music in Ohio for three years before 
moving to Texas and staying at home to raise our three children. I have directed church choirs, taught private lessons and assisted in 
directing the Collin County Community Choir here in McKinney. 
 

I have been diligent each of my 35 years in acquiring the hours of training required for school board members by the State of Texas. 
In 2000, I spent nine months in the course called Leadership TASB. Upon finishing the course, I have the training that designates me 
as a Master Trustee. 
 

My involvement in our McKinney schools started when my children [attended]Webb Elementary School. I was very active in the [Parent 
Teacher Organization] there and served as its president for four years. 
 

My 35 years on the MISD board of trustees speaks to my dedication to the education of our students in McKinney. 
 

I believe that all the above involvement has prepared me to be a good board member. 
 
If re-elected, what would be your top priorities for the district?  
 

My top priority [is to]continue to ensure that our McKinney school district maintains the distinction and designation as a high performing 
district. It takes a lot of hard work to become an outstanding district in all facets of education [and]to have a well-balanced district that 
is recognized in all areas, [including]academics, sports, the arts, [career technical education], etc. It is even more difficult to keep 
standards and results high once you are recognized. We have students excelling in all areas as shown by the number of awards and 
recognitions received by our students on state and national levels. 
 
If re-elected, how would you help address those issues? 
 

These issues I listed above are not new, but rather ongoing challenges that our team of eight must monitor. The school board’s job is 
to hire the best-qualified superintendent to lead our district. As a board, we work with the superintendent to plan the district’s direction 
though goals and objectives and evaluate the progress in meeting those goals and objectives. 
 

As a district, we are going in the correct direction. However, we cannot rest on our laurels. We must keep on striving for improvement 
and reaching the needs of all students. In education, the work is never done. Goals are something you strive to reach, but you never 
reach a point where you can stop trying to better yourself. 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges the district will face in the coming years? 
 

The financial challenge has been around since I got on the school board 35 years ago. Texas does not do its share in financing our 
education system. Unfortunately, the way it works, the more our district is able to raise in taxes, the more the state takes from us each 
year to share with other, less prosperous districts. Our district has been fiscally responsible in how we have planned and used our tax 
dollars. Many districts are not so fortunate. But as the state continues to squeeze down on us, school funding will truly be a problem 
until the state figures a way to solve the problem of school finance. 
 
 

LYNN SPERRY DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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PLACE 6  
 
STEPHANIE O’DELL   Phone: 972-365-6628 

   Email: swodell@gmail.com 

  Website: swodell.com 

  Facebook: Stephanie O’Dell – MISD Board of Trustees At Large Place 6 
 
 
Background: 
 
 Prior to being elected to the McKinney ISD school board in 2015, I served on PTA and PTO boards as president, vice 

president, fundraising and program chair. During my 16 years in McKinney, I have served on athletic and fine arts boards and 
I currently serve on the McKinney Council of PTAs. I have also been the MEF president and I am still very active with MEF. I 
have been a REACH mentor since 2014 for 2 high school students.  In the community, I volunteer at the Samaritan Inn, serve 
at my church and am on the Baylor, Scott and White hospital board. I have 2 daughters who have attended McKinney 
schools.  The oldest graduated from Texas A&M and the youngest is a senior at McKinney High. Both girls had numerous 
opportunities to participate in sports, fine arts, student council and take advanced placement classes.  

 
Education:  -Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing – Texas A&M University 
  
Occupation:  Part time assistant to pastor at church 
 
Highlights of civic involvement:  
 
 I am involved with many organizations, including: Reach Mentors - currently and for the last four years, I have worked as a 

mentor to a high school student; McKinney Education Foundation - I am an active board member raising money for 
graduating seniors and also helping teachers with grant opportunities; Baylor, Scott and White Hospital - I have been board 
for the last 2 years; McKinney Council of PTAs - I work with and support elementary school-based parent-teacher 
associations in my local school district. 

 
 During my 16 years in McKinney, I have been served in many different roles in the McKinney public school system. I have 

been PTA president and most other positions including fundraising and program chair. I have worked as a leader in various 
parent organizations for school arts and athletics programs. I also enjoyed participating in the youth program at my church 
and working as a counselor during summer camps. I served as President of McKinney Education Foundation which awards 
scholarships to graduating high school seniors. Recently, I was awarded the volunteer of the year for McKinney High School. 

 
School Board Accomplishments: 
 

• Lowered the tax rate 
• Renovated campuses 
• Athletic stadium 
• State of the art performance center 
• Raised teacher and substitute pay 
• Laptop for every high school student 
• Voted 'Best place to work' by Dallas Business Journal 
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STEPHANIE O’DELL  
 
McKINNEY ISD WEBSITE 
 
Stephanie O’Dell has been actively involved in McKinney schools for 14 years. Serving on PTO and PTA in various roles 
has given her the opportunity to develop relationships with teachers and principals. 
 
She currently serves on the McKinney Education Foundation Board (MEF) and the Baylor Hospital Board. She is also a 
mentor in the REACH program and active in her church. 
 
O’Dell graduated from Texas A&M University with a bachelor’s in marketing and she worked in sales for eight years. She 
and her husband have two daughters. The oldest attends Texas A&M University and the youngest is at McKinney High 
School. 
 
Serving as a trustee, O’Dell has the opportunity to visit campuses and see the students in action. As McKinney grows, she 
will seek to pursue excellence for MISD. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 03/07/2019 – By Cassidy Ritter 
 
 
Why are you running for re-election for McKinney ISD board of trustees Place 6? 
 

It brings me joy to serve our students, teachers, administrators and community. Since I have been on the board, MISD has lowered 
taxes and at the same time raised teacher salaries, renovated schools, updated athletic fields and built a new performing art center at 
McKinney High [School]. We have supplied each high school student their own laptop so they are equipped with the technology they 
need to succeed. It is my goal to continue to help MISD continue to improve. 
 
What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

During my 16 years in McKinney, I have served as president and other positions on various boards. I know the importance of 
communicating and listening, as well as delegating responsibilities to get people to be more involved. Listening to the needs of the 
teachers, parents and students is one of the most important aspects of the job. I have been an advocate for our community by 
volunteering at the Samaritan Inn; serving on the Baylor, Scott & White hospital board; and serving at my church. 
 
If re-elected, what would your top priorities be for the district? 
 

I believe that MISD has done a great job over the last four years in improving facilities and the overall educational experience, while at 
the same time reducing taxes. My top priority is to keep moving MISD in this direction. This means spending money wisely, keeping up 
with technology, making sure our facilities are in good shape and giving every student opportunities even after high school. 
 
If re-elected, how would you help address those issues? 
 

Offering every child opportunities within a budget is challenging. I will continue to promote MISD partnerships with local businesses to 
ensure we are graduating students that the workforce wants. Internships and mentors from our community are current programs that 
meet these needs. MISD also offers numerous career classes in trades, and I will insist that we expand these classes and stay within 
our budget. 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges the district will face in the coming years? 
 

As the job market evolves and as technology changes, it continues to be a challenge to prepare our students for the future. All of this 
must be done while the state continues to decrease funding for education. I will work with leaders in our community to support our 
students through continued partnerships with local businesses fostering more opportunities. 
 

 
STEPHANIE O’DELL DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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CHAD GREEN     Phone: 214-208-3752 

   Email: fivestarinnovationllc@gmail.com 

  Website: www.greenformckinney.com 

  Facebook: - 
 
 
Background: I WILL BE YOUR VOICE on the school board and will always fight for equity across our ENTIRE district!  This is why 

I have chosen to run for the "At Large" position on the school board.  I want to represent our school district and every 
student, tax payer, and community member that calls McKinney ISD home 

 
Education:  Texas A&M University 
  
Occupation:  Consulting in Education and Tech, Five Star Innovation 
 
Highlights of civic involvement:  
 

- Dallas ISD: Circle of Support 
- Lincoln HS Robotics Club, Dallas ISD 
- Thomas Jefferson NAF Advisory Board 
- P-20 Council Advisor Illinois 
- P20 Council Advisory Board Central Texas 
- Five Star Innovation Cup STEM Competition, Fort Bliss Texas 
- North Dallas Regional Five Star Innovation Cup, Richardson Texas 
- NAS Corpus Christi Five Star Innovation Cup, Corpus Christi Texas 
- Austin Regional Five Star Innovation Cup, Manor Texas 
- DeSoto ISD STEM Advisory Board 
- Cedar Hill STEM Advisory Board 
- Parkland HS STEM Advisory Board, Ysleta ISD 
- El Paso STEM Foundation 

 
Platform:  
 

Priorities 
 

 My top priority is being a voice for the community through leadership. I have often been on the receiving end where leaders 
refuse to respond or even accept a meeting request. Personally, I can commit to being a responsive leader. Second, I want to 
help drive opportunity and partnerships for MISD by actively working with companies in our area to identify the skills and 
certifications they need their employees to have so our kids can have strong careers right after high school. Third, I want to 
pursue strong internship programs for our students during high school. Fourth, I want the development of these certification 
tracks to be explored by our kids, starting in elementary school. 

 
Charter Schools 
 

 The simple fact is that we live in a competitive world. Good charter schools do exist and they will pull away smart public 
school kids to their population. Home-schoolers will always be here and that isn’t a bad thing to have parents intricately 
involved in their child’s schooling. As a district, we have to recognize this competitive landscape and how it will impact our 
student demographics. We have to be responsive to our parents and we have to provide programs which set us apart from 
not only charter schools but other public school districts. 
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CHAD GREEN  
 
Platform - Continued 

 
Dual Language Programs 

 

 I love strong dual and tri-language programs but they should be open to home English speakers as well as students who are 
just learning English. I have seen many of these programs do very well and some not do so well. Wither we are dealing with 
ESL or dual language the issue is proficiency in the academic language. This is very critical for our English learners who need 
to master the academic language in a very accelerated pace. This focus helps increase over all district performance and 
decrease drop out rates. 

 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT – 02/25/2019 – By Cassidy Ritter 
 
 
Why are you running for McKinney ISD board of trustees Place 6? 
 

I am running to help improve opportunities for our kids and to create an environment that pursues excellence. 
 
What experience—professionally or politically—do you have that would prepare you for this position? 
 

I have both a technology and education background. I have worked with CTB, McGraw-Hill, the NWEA and The Princeton Review 
developing products and working in business development. In Texas, I developed and managed the MSTAR program and TMSDS. I 
currently sit on several district science, technology, engineering and mathematics advisory boards, and I am a partner in Five Star 
Innovation, which partners with the military and school districts for robotics and coding competitions. These experiences have given 
me great insight into the current education space [and]also what is coming in the future. 
 
If elected, what would your top priorities be for the district? 
 

My top priority is being a voice for the community [through]leadership. I have often been on the receiving end where leaders refuse to 
respond or even accept a meeting request. Personally, I can commit to being a responsive leader. Second, I want to help drive 
opportunity and partnerships for MISD by actively working with companies in our area to identify the skills and certifications they need 
their employees to have so our kids can have strong careers right after high school. Third, I want to pursue strong internship programs 
for our students during high school. Fourth, I want the development of these certification tracks to be explored by our kids starting in 
elementary [school]. 
 
If elected, how would you help address those issues? 
 

I would work with leadership to create a superintendents cup competition. I would then create an advisory board of local, state, 
national and international organizations and the military to provide input into our programs. I see this as helping solve the issues 
surrounding the debt without [a]degree issue. In the end, there is no substitute for hard work. 
 
What do you see as the biggest challenges the district will face in the coming years? 
 

The biggest problem I see is financial. We see [technology]costs increasing at incredible rates while the promise that they will just 
replace textbooks dollar for dollar has been an unrealized promise. [Technology] companies simply have moved their fees to multiyear 
licenses whereas books had a high expense in the first purchase year but the next 5-7 years you only paid for lost or destroyed books. 
When you look at it, [technology]has become much more expensive over the long term. Do not get me wrong, I love technology, but 
some of it really was not developed from direct research and is ineffective as well as expensive. I want to make sure we are really 
looking at the research before jumping off into some of these large purchases. 
 

Debt without a degree is the single biggest topic that scares me. It has the potential of undermining the quality work our school districts 
do. We have to find a way to teach persistence to our kids so they will not fall into this trap. This is a struggle all schools and 
universities are trying to solve. 
 
 

CHAD GREEN DID NOT COMPLETE THE GALA CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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